Solid Organ Transplantation After Retrieval From Deceased Donors With Abdominal Aortic Grafts.
Organ procurement from deceased donors has been steadily augmented over the last 20 years. With a more aged donor population, a higher incidence of intraabdominal pathologies, including abdominal aortic aneurysms and atherosclerotic aortic disease, is commonly being encountered. The objective of our study was to report our institutional experience with abdominal aortic grafts during solid organ harvesting. Data concerning the presence of aortic grafts in deceased solid organ donors during a 36-month period were retrospectively reviewed. During the study period, the organ retrieval team of our institution performed 246 multiorgan retrievals from deceased donors. More specifically, we harvested 6 livers and 12 kidneys from 6 donors with abdominal aortic grafts, which were not known/diagnosed to the organ retrieving team prior to the harvesting procedure. Severe atherosclerosis was present in all these donors. All 18 harvested organs were successfully transplanted. Apart of the absence of the aortic patch in 5 kidney grafts, no further special technical difficulties have been reported by the transplant teams. Data analysis of the recipient and graft outcome was performed through the Eurotransplant database. There are so far no literature data on the outcome of recipients and grafts from deceased donors with abdominal aortic grafts. Although retrieval of such organs is very challenging and requires a very experienced team, the transplantation of the corresponding organs can be performed without special technical problems.